1%o                    The Mahdbharata: A Criticism.
from the Khandava conflagration. It was built of
costly materials, brought from the Himalayas, and the
architect had employed his skill so successfully that in
some places hard ground looked like a watery surface and
water looked like hard ground. Hundreds of princes
assembled from the four quarters to pay homage to the
Emperor and were put up in beautiful palaces specially
built outside the town. Brahmans were feasted from
day to day -and the sacrificial fire burned with the
oblations of the flesh of various animals. Bhishma and
Drona, Duryodhana and his brothers were also present
and were assigned honorary duties in connection with
the Imperial sacrifice. Duryodhana was especially
charged with the duty of receiving presents from the
assembled kings.
On the last day of the sacrifice on which every one
present had the opportunity of bathing with holy waters
(Avabhritasnana) with the Emperor, Brahmans and
princes assembled in the inner sacrificial grounds,
Bhishma according to custom called upon Yudhishthira
to make Argha or presents to the assembled kings.
The Emperor asked Bhishma who deserved the first
honour. Whereon Bhishma declared that Krishna
was the proper person to begin with. Sahadeva then
at the command of the Emperor presented Krishna
with Argha, which he accepted according to the
rules of the ceremony. The first place of honour
is always a cause of contention and Shishupala,
the king of the , Chedis, rose up in protest. He
upbraided Bhishma for his wrong advice and attri-
buted it to his old age. He then reviled Krishna